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Course
Objectives

This course aims to enrich students’ cultural background knowledge of
the English-speaking world today and improve their critical thinking
and language skills, with a greater focus on oral communication,
through line-by-line analysis and discussions of popular novels and
frame-by-frame analysis of their film adaptations. The aim is to
improve students’ critical thinking ability, analytical and oral
skills by engaging them to discuss social, cultural, psychological,
and philosophical issues relevant to their understanding and
appreciation of the selected literary works and their adaptations
through thought-provoking discussions. This course will also serve as
an encouragement for students to read these popular novels in English.
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Outline of
Lectures

This class will examine several popular novels and their adaptations
to the big screen. The texts will serve as a springboard for detailed
and engaging topics, analyses, and group discussions, alongside the
visual representation of the same works to enhance students’
confidence and critical thinking and improve their oral communication
skills.

é. Th§ Giver - dystopian literature (exploring what it means to be
uman

2. Children of Men - dystopian literature (inequality and injustice)
3. I, Robot - (discussing the world of potential dystopic futures)

4. Arrival - a different view of language (immersion into other
cultures and foreign languages)

5. A Monster Calls - What it means to be a child? (exploring and
analyzing the essence of family, reality, suffering, and isolation)
6. Short Stories - (understanding the art of storytelling)

7. Greek Mythology - (examining the extraordinary influence that Greek
stories have on modern society)
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wFEE No textbook is required.
Textbooks

%+ 2% p . Novels/Films:

References

The Giver by Lois Lowry

Children of Men by P. D. James

[, Robot by Issac Asimov

Arrival by Ted Chiang

A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness

Short Stories

Retellings of Greek Myths by Neil Gaiman
1984 by George Orwell
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TED Talks, Mentimeter, Movie review websites (Rotten Tomatoes, IMDB),
YouTube, etc.
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Notice
% > ;% ¢ Attendance and Participation - 20% Class assignments - 20%
Grading Final - 25% Midterm - 20%

Online Participation - 10% Movie Reports - 5%

% 3PP ¢ Attendance is essential and will be part of the final grade for this

Notes class. Five unexcused absences will result in receiving a failing
grade. Constant absence from class (except for emergencies or necessary
absences, i.e., doctor’ s appointments) will result in a lower final
grade. Participation 1s essential to this class as we will have class
discussions and group discussions elaborating on the topic we cover
during class time. Students are also encouraged to ask questions and
share their ideas.




